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Chicago 7 
Lawyers 
Face Jail 



Kimstler Gets 
4-Year Term 



For Contempt 

By William Chapman 

Wttshin^oc Po«{ Start Wrlter^,^ 

CHICAGO, Feb. 15 
defense lawyer in the Chi- 
cago conspiracy trial was 
sentenced to more than four 
years in prison today for 
contempt of court. 



Ju^dge JuUus J. Hoffman 
M. Kunstler for 
24 different items of contempt 
din^g the long trial and aSd 
T. have never heard a lawyer 
say to a judge the things you 
have said to me.” 

Another defense lawyer 
Leonid Weinglass, was sen- 
tenced to ' more than 20 
months for contempt. The sen- 
tences for both attorneys were 
stayed by the judge until May 
so they will be free to defend 
the seven men whom they ren- 
resent in the case. 



.Defendants Jailed 

But three more defendants 
were sentenced for contempt 
and tahen promptly to jail 
today. The four others were 
wntenced and^ jailed yester- 

“Hie jury, meanwhile, was 



deliberating for a verdict and 
was expected to continue in 
session late this evening. 

The sentence against Kun- 
stler, a veteran of many civil 
rights suits, was the longest 
one imposed during the trial 
and may set a precedent The 
total time was four years and 
13 days. 

In a highly unusual state- 
ment from the bench, Hoff- 
man declared that behavior 
such as Kunstleris encourages 
crime in the United States. 

“Unorthodox” Comment 
Hoffman acknowledged that 
he was' about to make an 
“unorthodox” comment and 
then said: 

**We hear lots about crime 
in this country. There is a lot 
of crime ... I am one of those 
who believes that the fact 
crime is on the increase is due 
in large part to the fact that 
waiting in the wings are law- 
yers willing to go beyond their 
professional responsibilities in 
the defense of clients.” 

He added, “The fact that 
such a defendant knows that 
such a lawyer is waiting in the 
wings has a stimulating effect 
on the increase in crime.” 

A battery of lawyers began 
assembling today to fight the 
contempt sentences on appeal. 
Their main argument will be 
that a trial judge lacks author- 
ity to sentence defendants or 
lawyers for contempt summa- 
rily after a trial is over. 

See TRIAL, A9, Col. 6 





The “Chicago Seven” defendants in the riot con- 
spiracy trial at an earlier press conference. 



AAsoelftttd Pr«9i 

They ere, leated, Jerry Bubin, «ad standlny Weiner, David Dellinter, Rennie Davis and 

from left, Abbie Hoffman, John Frolnes, Lee Tom Hayden. Their trial began In September. 
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By Associated Press di United Press International 

Federal Judge Julius J. Hoffman, left, sentenced ‘‘Chicago Seven” defendant Jerry Rubin, center, and defense attorney William M. Kunstler for contempt. 



TRIAL, From A1 

They contend that summary 
conetmpt— -without a Jury- 
can be Imposed only during a 
trial for purposes of keeping 
the procedure orderly. 

, Kunstler told the judge his 
behavior in court was a reac- 
tion to what he considered 
“repressive” actions by the 
court 

He said he was not ashamed 
of his conduct “I have tried 
with all of ray heart faithfully 
to represent my clients in the 
face of what I considered and 
still consider repressive and 
unjust conduct toward them ” 
Kunstler said. 

Many of the clUUons 
against Kunstler and Weln- 
glass were for their refusal to 
cease arguing motions after 
Hoffman ruled against them. I 
Others were for what the I 
judge caUed "insults” to the, 
court, such as when Kunstler 
protested that the binding and 
gagging of a former defend- 
ant, Bobby G. Seale, amounted 
to "medieval torture." Kun- 
stler drew three months for 
that outburst 

He drew a six-month sen- 
tence for persisting in asking 
• what Hoffman called "objec- 
tionable, leading questions” of 
’ ^Mayor Richard J. Daley. i 
Virtually all of Weinglass' 
citations were for pressing j 
legal points after the judge 
had ruled against him. | 

Speaking to the judge today,. 
Weinglass admitted error on' 
some points but Insisted that 
in most instances he had been 
forced to argue after the 
judge’s rulings because he had 
not been given an opportunity 
to discuss his motions or 
objections fully. 

Hoffman accused him of ■ 
lack of respect for the court ' 
Weinglass responded, “In this 
matter of respect, I might say 
I had hoped that after 20 
weeks of this trial the court 
would know my name.” 

Judge Hoffman repeatedly 
has called him “Weintraub” or " 
other names having similar 
sounds. Even as the argument 
went on today, the judge re- 
ferred to him again as “Wein- 
traub.” 

Near the end, the wife of 
one defendant and a girl on 
the defense legal staff walked 
from the Courtroom shouting 
The" legal aide, a black girl 
named Mickey Leaner, 
shouted to the judge, "You are 
I a fascist and a racist pig.” p 



The three defendants sen- 
tenced for contempt today 
were Jerry Rubin, her 25 
months and 23 days; Lee Wei- 
ner, for two months and 18 
days, and John Froines, for 
five months and 45 days. 

Rubin, the bearded Yipple 
leader. * explained he had 
yelled such words as “Ge- 
stapo” and "HiUer” during the 
trial because “everything that 



happened in Hitler’s Germany 
was done by judges who wore 
robes and quoted the law.” 
Weiner sarcastically 
thanked the judge for wiping 
out his own last notions that 
"the courts are a forum in 
which justice is available.” 

In each case, Judge Hoff- 
man found the men behaved 
in a manner designed to “sabo- 
tage the functioning of the ju- 
dicial system.” 



